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with Thomas Bushell, the mine-owner and mint-master,
and came to Oxford with the latter on his removal of
the Shrewsbury mint to the University town; rather
the contrary, for he can hardly be held responsible
for the unfortunate quadruped which appears on most
of the Shrewsbury and Oxford coins at this early date.
We do, however, believe that Kawlins was with Bushell
before the year 1642, according to the old style of
reckoning, had expired, for the pound-piece coined at
the latter city (Hks. type 4)81 bears this date together
with an admirably delineated horse much resembling
the signed crown of 1644 with Oxford in the back-
ground. We must, therefore, rather attribute the ugli-
ness of the early Oxford equestrian figure in general to
the fact that Rawlius's activity was employed in making
badges, a somewhat lengthy process, in that they were
cast and usually chased, and consequently required the
supervision of the artist. By the help of these badges,
some of which bear excellent equestrian portraits, and
of his signed coins of 1644 to 1646, it seems possible to
identify his part in the coinage, assigning to his credit
the superior pieces both in gold and silver from the
three-pound downwards, beginning, with the exception
of the silver twenty-shilling piece just mentioned, in
the year 1643. Our first official notice that Rawlins
was engraver of coins lies in a warrant addressed to him
on June 1, 1643, concerning a gold badge to be pre-
sented to Sir Eobert Walsh, who had distinguished
himself at Edgehill in the previous October. Eawlins

' 8l This pound-piece bears a Shrewsbury reverse, but the obverse has
the Oxford plume. We must therefore assume it is of early Oxford
issue. This equestrian portrait is carried forward throughout 1643 and
1644 with fresh reverses, see Hks, types 5 and 7,